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AB.STEACT 

This unity one in a set of elementary 
teacher-dieveloped geography materials, is hased on "Geographic sample 
Study"' and ".Teacher's Hanual for Geographic. Sample Study" from the 
Research and Derelopaent Center feu: Teacher Education, Austin, Texas. 
Intended for intermediate-level students, the inguiry- oriented case 
study unit on economic' growth involves choosing between being a 
farmer or being a 'rancher The ma jor' objectives are to stimulate 
inguiry processes of geographic field study and to provide an ' ^ 
experiential fraaework tot learning geographic concepts. A definition 
pf the Saaple Study, an overview of topics, examples of one topic, a 
lap activity, and a chart afetivii;y are provided. See SO 009,140 fof a 
general description and explanation of the elementary and secondary 
units cotti)rising this series,-, (HD) . y 
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materials 4iOt";^¥ail^^ from other sources. EBIC makefe every effort * 
to pbtain th&.bfest copy ayailable. nevertheless, itefis of margineJL * 
reptoducibiiity are often enc<JiiBtered and this affects the quality * 
of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions EBIC maJces available; * 
tia thi? EBIC Document Reproduction Service (EDBS) . EDBS is not" * 
resppnsrible for the quality of . the original document. Be productions * 
s.uppii&d by EDEsXare the best that cam be made from the original. 
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.^hy be^'^-cajMher? Would you ratner be a farmer or a rancher? An inter- 
iDediate leveT^laas can use Geofgrai^c Sample Study cjaterials to develop 
answers to these questions* Included are 'pages 2^ 5f 26, 53f ^ 56 
from Teacher *s Manual for Geogra;aiic Sanguis Study' and Geograi^c Sample 
Stiidy (Sources 14 and'^^) by.de Leew, Gary and De King, Leon R*;. 
TRe Research arid' Development Center Xor TcLaoher Education, 1970, Austin, 
Texas. 



Definition of Sample Study 

' • ' , • * * 

The sample study is ^ inquiry^riented, case study technique for 
teaching geography of which the following is43nie: 

1) the primary responsibilities of the teadher are to present the 
pupils with matfriais that depict a small region and to f sk questions 
to stimulate pupil discovery/ 
^ 2) the essential charact*r of classroom materials is non-expository*. 

Expository materials and exposit^ory teaching strategies attempt to 
elucidate and inte}:^>ret information/for the learner. ^ Conclusions are 
presented to 'the leamei; "in predigested form. When exposition -is at its 
best the writer or teacher conveys precise meanings in an efficient 
V manner. Noh-expository. tf aching methods and materials are -constructed ^ 
^to maximixe'the extent to which «t3ie learner constiructs meanings for him- 
X self! . ' ' ; , 

0^ 3) . the major qbjectiyes of sample sttady* teaching aure to stimulate 
^in tiie' classroom t^ie 'inquiry processei? of geographic field study, and 
Vjto provide a frflaseworic of Concrete experiences for geographic concepts. 
^ - . • 

Y\ In a 'typical sample study the teacher presents maps, ^photographs^ 
'^charta, graphs, accounts of- interviews and other geographic sourc^ ma- 
terials that together depict srtall areas, such as. mixed faunas, ranches, 
pulp mil J towns, ' mountain villages ^ or city neighborhoods. The teacher 
raises questions to help pupils interpret the materials, generate hypo- 
theses, and confirm conclusions.. One of the* instructional goals of the 
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sample strxiy tephniqo^'is to help pupils generalize about huxran activ- 
ities aixi i^iysical, processes in wider eurea^/ like ranching 'regiogif or 
city'sluas. T^e sarnie <tudy technique is to help pi^ils develop sJuLlls 
conceptions, and values of geographic 'inquiry* 

Topic E i 

Over view *^ 

This topic is addressed to the uiiderstandii^ tfiat~TancRIng"Ts~i~[ 
less productive land adaptation fona Uiap faming and generaJJ.y occurs 
in areas where one or core physical conditions effectively eliiainate 
fanning as an 'alternative. The activities ihcltided in this topic's 
three encounters use and extend pupil's hypothesizing and evalxiating 
skills. Map, ^hart rea4ing amd interj^reting skills dkxe also exercised 
,and extended. 

Encounter 1 * ♦ 

Objectives: Pupils will be eJble to: 

A. Read laap symbols. 

B. Infer that mapped ranch ls on rougher terrain than 
the fana. 

« , • 

Materials: • ' 

Source 14 (Map of an America i Ranch ajid an American Farm) 

Encounter 2 

Objectives: Pupils will be able to: 

A. Interpret chart symbols. 

B. Associate ranch and fart^ maps to ranch and farm production 
charts.' ^ ' » * 

C. State that farms are more productive tham rauxches of com- 

- parable size. * . ' , 

D. Hypothesiz€f that most ranchers would be farmers if they 
could^ ■ • . 

Materials : 

Source 14 (An American' Ranch and An Americatn Farm} 

Source 43 (A Comparison of One 'Year's Production On a Ramch 

and a Fairm) 



OVERVIEW OF TOPICS 



{Exar5>les of Sartple Study Instxuctional PlanE) 



Introduction to Sasple Study 
TOPIC A Three encounters involving 
pupil interpretation of 
introductory booklet 



^uestioiXg: Vibo are the 
Williaas' fanily? Where 
do they live? 
Tiiae: 1-2 hours 



Extending Concept of Ranchxng I 
TOPIC B One encounter involving pupil 
interpretation of photographs, 
. naps, and charts 

Studying Ranch Resources 
Three encounters involving 

TOPIC C pupil interpretation of 

nultiple sources and con- 

y strxiction of a display 

Locating the Sainple toea 
TOPIC D One encounter involving reading 
and interpreting road map and 
smali scale -wall map 

Extending Concept of Ranching II 
TOPIC £ Three encounters, involving inter- 
pretation pf photographs, maps, 
and chairts . 

Studying Impact of Modem 
TOPIC F Technology Three encoxmters 
involving interpretation of 
photographic slides and movies 

Studying Changing Ranch 
TOPIC G Retources One encojanter involv- 
ing interpretation of photo- ^ 
graphs and maps 

Extending Concept of Reslpurce 
TOPIC H Conservation Three encounters 

involving interpretation tape 
recording and photograph! 

studying Tuture Land U«e 
TOPIC I. T%#o encounters involving 

/ interpretation of s^itps^ photo* 
r grap^is and tape recordings 

0 ^ 



Question: How does Kr. 
Williams earn a living? 
Time: 1/2 - 1 'hour 



Question ; What is the 
Williams' Ranch like? 
Time: 3-4 hours 



Question : Where in Texas is 
the Wiiliamjf Ranch? 
Time: 1/2 - hour 



^estion : Why is the Williams 
land ixsed for ranching? 
Time: 1-2 hours 



Question : What is work on 
the ranclj like? \ 
TiJDie« 2-3 hours 



i^estion : How has the ranch 
changed? 

"Time: 1 hour 



Question : How are ranch 
resources conserved? 

Tijaet 1-2 hours 



Question : What might the 
Williams* ranch be like in 
the future? 
Tiaei 1-2 hours 



Source 14 




The up^rrost of these two aapa shows a grain and cattle f«r»' in 
North Dakota. The lower »ap shows a cattle ranch in Colorado* 

Questions ; 

1) Which is larger in area, the f^u3a'Or th& ranch? 

2) Which one appears to be located on rough land? 

1-1 Wh i ch prnHjihiy rpgfiiveg the trost precipitation (g>in, sleet. 



snow)? 

4) Which is mostly cultivated land? 

5) Make an hypothesis to sxiggest which would produce the most 
food. ^ 
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^ Source 43 
*• • 

The chart on this source coinpares the aaoupt and kinds of food 
ptoduced by a- ranch and a farm in one year. ^ 

Questions ; ^ 

1) Which produces more food in. one year, the ranch or the farm? 

2) If each truckload of grain ,will bring »ore money than several 
cattle, which p;:oduces »ore- ij^me, the farm or tha raiich? 

3) Which produces more food. per acre, ^ the farm or the ranch? 
Which produces more profits per acre? \ 

4) Suggest what iaight happen to many ranches if it somehow 
became possible to farm the ranch land* 
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\/ Source 14 

m AMERICAN RANCH AND AN AMERICAN FARM 




or pasture 
field I boundary 
1 



buildings mxA . 
cul€ivAted l«d 



uncultivated land 




ro^d 



permsnei^^ 
intermittent strew 



-^Soxirce 43 



a comparison: one year's 
prddOcts on a farm and a ranch 



Farm 



cattle 


^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ 


grain 
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Ranch 



cattle 



^f^^^ ^^^^^^ ' 




io head of cattle* 

10 truckloads of grain. 
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